19990222 .ba v02_n436.bam.990222 


>From ???@??? Mon Feb 22 23:12:39 1999 

Message-Id: <199902230129.TAA22569@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 19:28:37 CST 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2436 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2436 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) T-784/GRC-109 for trade 
by Pete McCollum 21-Feb-1999 1732 -0600 <mccollum@ssdevo.ENET.dec.com> 
2) Divorce Sale - Part Two 
by Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
3) Re: Epoxy for reattaching tube plate/grid caps 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
4) Tektronix 575 manual copies available 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
5) What is it? ART-3 
by GeorgeHumphrey <gah@koyote.com> 
6) 3-500Z chimneys 
by zeitler@ibm.net 
7) Odd-ball light bulb ident needed 
by Henry van Cleef <vancleef@netcom.com> 
8) Radio identification 
by Tom Norris <badger@telalink.net> 
9) O-Scope seller, I need thte probes! 
by Sandy Gerli <angerli@esslink.com> 
10) Paint help, National receivers 
by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
11) Re: 3-500Z chimneys 
by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
12) water based paints 
by "Ed Santavicca" <santavic@ct.picker.com> 
13) Hammarlund HX-50 Tx Update... 
by Jack Harper <jharper@bsi2000.com> 
14) HELP 
by w4bld@juno.com 
15) Re: Hammarlund HX-50 Tx Update... 
by John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 
16) Pwr Xfmr for 516F-2 supply 
by "ROBERT F. KEMP" <rkemp@mr.net> 
17) FMLA: The old ones 
by mnhopkins@juno.com 
18) Thanaks for the help!! 


by w4bld@juno.com 
19) FS: Hallicrafters HT-32 

by AA5QT@aol.com 
20) cleaning aluminum crud 

by "John H. England" <jengland@mail.tds.net> 
21) Regenerative receivers... 

by Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 


Message-Id: <9902220038.AA18788@us3xrmc.cxo.dec.com> 

Date: Sun, 21 Feb 99 17:38:23 MST 

From: Pete McCollum 21-Feb-1999 1732 -0600 <mccollum@ssdevo.ENET.dec.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: T-784/GRC-109 for trade 


I would like to trade my T-784 for one of the following: 
RT-3 xmtzx 
RR-2 xrcvr 
RP-1 P.S. 
RP-2 P.S. 
I'll consider other trades along the same line. 
Note that the T-784 has burst-coder connector for the GRA-71, 
so if you have an RT-3 and a GRA-71, you need this transmitter! 
This T-784 is in great condition, overhauled at Tobyhana in 1981. 


I am focusing my collecting on the non-military versions of these 
sets, so I may also decide to trade away my R-1004A/GRC-109 rcvr. 


Fair Radio no longer has revrs OR xmtrs. 


Thanks, 
Pete 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Date: Sun, 21 Feb 1999 19:31:55 -0800 

Message-ID: <Q029DF94.1914@svlima.sv.sc.philips.com> 
From: Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
Subject: Divorce Sale - Part Two 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

Content-Description: cc:Mail note part 


Due to my planned marriage I must divorce much of my ham gear. This is the 
second listing of several to come during the next few months. All items are 
plus shipping from 75080 (Richardson, Texas). 


In general, I will sell to the first respondent. The exception is for a buyer 
that can pick the item up. If someone else beats you to the punch, you will 
not hear from me, however, I will file all replies should any deal fall 
through. 


1. Collins 32V3 HF transmitter - I got this unit from SK Ozona Bob W5PYT 
before he died. He said it worked but I have not tested it. I am selling it 
because its a duplicate. The front panel is about a 5 but I will include 
another panel that is about a 7-8. The cabinet is in good shape but it needs 
repainting and there is an unoriginal hole in the left side (in the section 
with holes) that should be filled and drilled to match the rest of the holes. 
It is missing the RF tank cover and the bottom cover. You can blame that on 
Bob. The lettering on the frequency dial is partially damaged from water 
washing. You can blame that on me. I think a BA list member has these 
overlays available. $400 


2. National HRO-50T1 HF receiver - this comes with four coils (A,B,C,D) and has 
seven dial strips (A,B,C,D,AS,BS,DS). The front panel is about a 7 and it has 
the original knobs. The cabinet could stand to be repainted. The bottom plate 
is missing which allowed the mode switch wafer to get broken through the years, 
however, it appears to be repairable. It is untested. I am selling it because 
it is a duplicate. $150 


3. Gonset Model 3043 CAA - this is an uncommon VHF transceiver that looks very 
much like the amateur models 3049 and 3087. It covers 112-136 MHz and came out 
of FAA service. 2 meters should be attainable with a little tweaking. Someone 
put a small meter in the hole where the magic eye tube goes but the eye tube and 
assembly is still in there. It's just moved back to clear the meter. The power 
cord is missing but all it takes is a 12 pin Jones plug. It is untested. The 
front panel and cabinet paint is about a 7-8. It has one wrong knob. $25 


4. National RAS-5 HF receiver - I haven't found (yet) the box of coils that 
came with it but it seems like there was about 4-5 of them in addition to coils 
1 and 2 that I do have. It has no power supply. The front panel needs to be 
painted. It's missing the PW dial. There is an unoriginal hole in the left 
side of the chassis a cable hanging out. I don't know what modifications dwell 
within but the topside of the chassis (tubes, shield, cans, variable cap, etc.) 
look to be very original under their protective layer of dirt. $40 with the 2 
coils. $5 more for each other coil I find. 


5. Morrow 2BC Series 1A converter - this unit converts 75 and 10 meters to the 
BC band and gets its power from the car radio or other suitable power supply. 
It's about a 5-6 cosmetically. It is untested. $5 


6. Gonset Mobile converter - unknown model but it covers 10/11 meters and 
probably outputs to the BC band. It has an unoriginal hole in front panel. It 
is untested. $5. 


7. Echophone Commercial - HF receiver - missing bandspread and main tuning 
knobs, has hole on top that looks like is for a speaker but, alas, there is no 
speaker nor grill there. The plastic dial cover is broken. It's also missing a 
few tubes and the antenna terminal strip. It can be restored but perhaps it 
should be a parts radio. It is untested. $10 


8. RAS-4 Coil System Container Serial #308 - this is rack mounted coil box for 
storing National HRO coils. It holds six coils. This unit is tested. It holds 
coils just fine. $25 


Thanks and 73, Brian Harris WA5UEK 


Message-Id: <199902220217 .SAA15147@mail-gw2.pacbell.net> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Epoxy for reattaching tube plate/grid caps 
Date: Sun, 21 Feb 1999 18:08:37 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Scott sez: 


> I have for years used an industrial epoxy called Hysol Epoxi-Patch for a 
> variety of applications requiring strength. You'll have to get it form 
> Hysol (on the web, I expect) ...... 


If you have trouble finding Hysol look for Dexter, the company that took 
over Hysol. Epoxi-Patch also comes in clear and black. It's good stuff, 
I've also been using it for years. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA  gumbear@pacbell.net 


Message-Id: <199902220217 .SAA15172@mail-gw2.pacbell.net> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Tektronix 575 manual copies available 

Date: Sun, 21 Feb 1999 18:17:52 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Curve chasers: 


I will be receiving a 575 manual in the mail in a few days and have offered 
to make copies for several interested parties. While I'm at it, are there 


others who would like a copy? All I ask is reimbursement of costs, 
probably less that 8-10 bux for everything. E-mail me direct please. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


Message-Id: <3.0.6.32.19990221234735 .007£2230@mail.koyote.com> 
Date: Sun, 21 Feb 1999 23:47:35 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: GeorgeHumphrey <gah@koyote.com> 

Subject: What is it? ART-3 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


BAers, 


Recently bought a short rack of equipment with intentions of using rack and 
parting out the old equipment. What I have is four rack mounted 
chassis/front panels by Stewart Warner and they are labeled ART-3. Any 
ideas on what radio this is? All tubes are missing, so restoration might 
be costly, but wanted to ask before I started parting it out. 


Thanks, 


73 George KC5WBV 
gah@koyote.com 


From: zeitler@ibm.net 
Message-ID: <003901be5e2b$d621da20$c0292581@km3g> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: 3-500Z chimneys 
Date: Sun, 21 Feb 1999 22:23:14 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I have a need for several 3-500Z tube chimneys. Reportedly Coleman lantern 
globes can be used. Has anyone tried this? 


Sure beats paying $40.00 per unit from RF Parts. 


Lane Zeitler 
Ku7i 


From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@netcom. com> 

Message-Id: <199902220639.WAAQ1499@netcom18.netcom. com> 
Subject: Odd-ball light bulb ident needed 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Date: Sun, 21 Feb 1999 23:39:56 -0700 (MST) 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I have here, sitting in front of me, a dead light bulb out of the dash 
of my Mercedes that I need to replace, and can't identify. 


Said bulb is a T 1-1/2 (diameter is actually about 0.190), with a 
wedge base and a white bead. 14 volts, amperage unknown. The 
Mercedes-Benz service literature very conveniently does not mention 
bulb numbers. I have an Allied catalog that shows such a bulb in 
physical outline, but does not reference it in their type listing. 


Can anyone identify the bulb number? I figure since it has vacuum 
inside (still---just no filament) somebody here might know the 
answer. 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.19990222064705 .009bOcbO@mail1.telalink.net> 
Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 06:47:05 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Tom Norris <badger@telalink.net> 

Subject: Radio identification 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Can anyone help David with info on this gear? 
Please respond directly to him, DunlapPAC@aol.com . 
Thanks 


Tom KA4RKT 


>X-From_: DunlapPAC@aol.com Mon Feb 22 04:17:09 1999 


>From: DunlapPAC@aol.com 

>To: <badger@telalink.net> 

>Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 05:16:35 EST 

> 

> I'm trying to get schematics for the following equipment: 
>CGR-32-1 receiver (used on Coast Guard / Navy ships circa 1937) 
>T-10 transmitter (also used on Coast Guard / Navy ships circa 1937) 
>T-16-A transmitter (" 

ey 

>Any photos or other information about these sets would be appreciated. 
> 

>Thank You, 

> 

>David Dunlap 

>2058 Maple Ave., W3-3 

>Hatfield, PA 19440 

>(215) 361-6046 


Message-ID: <36D00482.FD58DD54@esslink. com> 
Date: Sun, 21 Feb 1999 08:05:07 -0500 

From: Sandy Gerli <angerli@esslink.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: O-Scope seller, I need thte probes! 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi, 


I bought a Tek 453 from a fellow in FL, who answered my e-mail post. The 
scope looks FB, but I've lost the seller's name and e-mail address. HE 
FORGOT TO SEND ME THE PROBES HE SAID HE HAD. They weren't in the box 
with the scope and manual. 


Please respond to me ASAP...Tnx for the bandwidth. 


Sandy Gerli, AC1Y 

500 Country Club Road 

Avon, CT 06001-2406 

(860) 675-5566 

E-Mail: angerli@esslink.com 


Life Member: ARRL, QCWA 
Collins Collectors Association 


Hallicrafters Collectors Association 


"Boatanchors are Ham Radio's living history! 
Get in touch with ‘em. Restore something! Smell that hot solder! 
Sure beats booze. And, you can get up afterwards..." 


Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 08:38:32 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Paint help, National receivers 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.990222083631.21891A-100000@indy2> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Hi! 


Just received an e-mail from a fellow who's looking to repaint an 
NC-109 and -303, and wants to find a source of matching paint. 


I'm lost; pretty sure those sets are two-tone, but don't recall if it's 
grey, "cosmic blue" or what! 


Any suggestions? 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


KB9GKX "RJ" rbarmore@indy.net Roberta J. (Bobbi) Barmore 
FISTS #3388 x G-QRP #10001 * ARRL * RSGB x WIA 
Appreciator Of Vacuum-Tube Ham Gear and Vintage Keys 


Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 09:36:57 -0500 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
Message-Id: <199902221436. JAA28868@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: 3-500Z chimneys 

Claussen Pickle jars with the bottoms glass-cut out. 
At work now in Henery 2KD 


Pickles are OK too 


Marty 


Message-Id: <199902221443.JAA15822@server.ct.picker.com> 
From: "Ed Santavicca" <santavic@ct.picker.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 09:41:59 -0500 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/enriched; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 

Subject: water based paints 


<color><param>0100 ,0100,0100</param>Bobbi's post on NC paint prompted me to post 
this question. I heard last 

weekend, that <underline>ALL</underline> oil-based paints will be removed from the 
market soon 

due to their adverse environmental effects. Is this true? It seems like this will 
severely compromise the quality of BA restoration. I hope this only effects 

house paint where water based products work well. I couldn't imagine trying 

to match the color, texture, and quality of an original BA paint job using 

water based equivalents. 


73, Ed Santavicca 


AA8TV 


Lakewood, Ohio 44107 


santavic@ct.picker.com</color> 


Message-Id: <4.1.19990222084044 .00adf870@mail.pcisys.net> 
Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 10:09:49 -0700 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Jack Harper <jharper@bsi2000.com> 

Subject: Hammarlund HX-50 Tx Update... 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


A couple of weeks ago, I was whining to the List about the problems that I 
was having getting a Hammarlund HX-50 transmitter back to life. 


The primary problem was apparently a VHF parasitic oscillation in an early 
3MC bandpass amplifier stage (6EW6) -- the PA cathode current meter 
continually pegged regardless of the RF Drive setting. The thing was 
clearly -- though not to me at the beginning -- oscillating feverishly. 


I just want to give an update of the various suggestions that I received 
and what worked and what didn't. 


I must say that it has been an interesting experience tracking down the 
problem. The pasasitic, BTW, ‘appears’ to be gone at least by the action of 
the PA cathode current meter... I still don't really know that it is really 
really gone -- but it seems to be... 


I received many interesting suggestions from members of the BA List 
certainly more knowledgable than me: 


(a) Double up the bypass capacitors (0.01uf disc to 0.02uf) in the 
offending amplifier stage -- no effect. 


(b) Add 100-ohm resistors in series with the control grid -- no effect. 


(c) Add a parasitic supressor in series with the plate of the mixer -- 
100-ohm resistor wound with 8 or so turns of #18 or so wire -- no effect. 


(d) Replace the 6EW6 tube which is a very high gm tube with a less '‘hot' 
6CB6 or 6BH6 -- no effect. 


(e) Firm up the shielding by replacing rivets with screws/star washers 
and strap bonding to the chassis -- no effect. 


(£) Offer up prayers and exhortations to the vacuum tube gods that be -- 
only effect was to get me in trouble with the neighbors who seemed offended 
more than I expected by my backyard bonfire of incense sent into the 
firmament. Me running naked in circles through the sparks of the fire at 
midnight in my greasepaint chanting did not seem to help the neighbors 
opinion of me either. Rats -- nothing works. Oh well... 


(g) Kill the parasitic with a Brute Force series resistor/capacitor 
combination from the plate of the bandpass amplifier to ground. Was 
suggested (thank you Ed k4pf!) that I use an (about) 22K resistor and an 
(about) ©.002uf capacitor -- This worked very nicely for 160-20M but not 
15-10M. Last night, I reduced the capacitor to 0.001uf and that seemed to 
cure all sins. All bands now work fine with the exception of 15M which is 
completely dead -- the result of, I think, a still oxidized bandswitch 
contact to the 15M crystal (30.535Mc) that I will vigourishly attack 
tonight yet again with DeOxit. 


The one thing that really bothers me about all of this is that -- in my 
view -- the fix that corrected the problem works very nicely but where in 
the world did this parasitic come from in the first place to force me to 
add such a non-factory modification? The transmitter used to, I assume, 
work (though John Sehring with his dimal experience of HX-50s might have an 


opinion on that :) at some point without that resistor/capacitor --what did 
I do to cause the parasitic to pop up? 


Bobbi suggested that perhaps I induced it when I replaced the ancient 
capacitors/resistors etc with modern new jobs that are physically smaller 
and therefore have very nice long leads that like to oscillate at 150Mc or 
so -- I wonder if that's it? 


That's what is bothering me -- I would like to figure out what I did to 
induce the thing in the first place and then get rid of that R/C 
combination. However -- I can live with the R/C thing but it bothers me -- 
when will the parasitic reappear??? Whine whine whine... 


I certainly want to say Thank You to the people that gave me all those 
suggestions -- they were all quite interesting to try. I have also learned 
that zapping a parasitic is an empirical exercise -- what works works. 
There is no way that I would have figured out how to kill the wretched 
thing on my own -- that is for sure. 


Hopefully, the RF probe that I ordered will get here on Wednesday or so -- 
next step is ALIGNMENT (shudder) -- that should be interesting. Will I 
receive a gold star or something if I actually manage to align a non-simple 
transmitter for the first time in my life? All I got two years ago when I 
first aligned my HQ-180 receiver was questioning looks from my wife who was 
clearly convinced that my few remaining brain cells had finally decided to 
go non-linear... Oh well 2) 


Best regards to all... 


Jack, WOYJ (Friend to all things Hammarlund) 


Jack Harper BSI2000, Inc. 
303-231-9095 Lakewood, Colorado USA 


"Optical Cards... A Spectrum of Solutions" 
Optical Cards for Bank, EBT, and Medical Applications 
Visit our Web Page: http://www.bsi2000.com (Last Update: 990101) 


From: w4bld@juno.com 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 12:46:39 -0500 

Subject: HELP 

Message-ID: <19990222 .124641. -85317.0.w4bld@juno.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hello Gang - I was hit by a car on 1-20 and unable to check my mail for 
about 20 days. During that time, the server set me to "postpone" . Even 
with a kind message from Jack, I have been unable to restart my 
subscription to the list. 


I wonder if soneone will help me get restarted by telling me what to do? 
I did what I think Jack told me to do but I have had no luck so far. 


Thanks for understanding and for any help I may get. 


Bob Kerby 

w4bld@juno.com 

You don't need to buy Internet access to use free Internet e-mail. 

Get completely free e-mail from Juno at http://www. juno.com/getjuno.html 
or call Juno at (800) 654-JUNO [654-5866] 


Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 14:47:09 -0500 

Message-Id: <199902221947 .0AA27932@brill.shiva.com> 
From: John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

CC: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: Hammarlund HX-50 Tx Update... 


Your new caps not only have longer leads, they may also be more 
inductive. They _certainly_ are higher Q, they may not have enough 
internal resistance or leakage to damp out oscillations. 


Message-ID: <36D1D4AE.3487@mr.net> 

Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 14:05:34 -0800 

From: "ROBERT F. KEMP" <rkemp@mr.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Pwr Xfmr for 516F-2 supply 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Anyone out there have a power transformer for the Collins 516F-2 besides 


surplus sales? Could use one to put a supply I have back in order!! 
Thanks to all in advance. 


Bob. 


From: mnhopkins@juno.com 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 14:43:01 -0600 

Subject: FMLA: The old ones 

Message-ID: <19990222 .144323.-511659.0.MNHopkins@juno. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


(for AA5ZD, who reads QST poetically) 


"Their ardor for abomination has catalyzed their crestfallen 
countenances!" 


Frank shouted that as he threw a magazine on the bench in front of me. 


But when I looked down I saw my maternal grandmother's high button black 
shoes, primly placed together, and the lines of folding chairs. The 
place smelled different. There was her faint Lilac but, since the tent 
sides were up, I could also smell the night air, the perspiration and the 
inspiration. The preacher must have said something right, because my 
grandmother muttered "Amen," just as I caught the 45-year flight back. 


My pal Frank, who wants to take back 56-60 mc with a Five Meter 
Liberation Army, had thrown a copy of QST for March, 1999. He is not 
usually like this, I thought, not normal, but not like this. I thought 
Frank a casual Catholic, but today he sounded like a barn burning 
Baptist. Grandmother was a Baptist but she died in '64 at 84 ("Ready to 
go when He calls me."). Now I am 50 something years old and in my 
basement. I don't notice the night air anymore, I guess. I don't go to 
revivals anymore, either, although I am sure the invitation is still open 
("He is always waiting - It is never too late."). 


The magazine explained it all. There was an article on collectors of 
Collins equipment. Frank is all home brew and, as he mentioned again 
while I looked at the article, thinks "appliance idolatry" ruined ham 
radio. I was able to finish the article only because his bodyguards, a 
thin woman named Christie and a thinner youth I call the WARmon, came in 
just then. They were worried about the shouting in our workshop and 


abandoned the Toyota Land Cruiser where they were taking lunch. It was 
fried chicken and they did not want to be seen eating "ethnic food." 


The bodyguards are from a social club called WAR and Frank does their 
radio work for them. They know little about radio and I rescued them 
from Frank's elaborations: 


"They do look a dab dour," I interjected. 


"Dour!" he reacted. "They bear the mark of Cain!" "I have to show this 
to A.C." "Maybe then he'll give up his Jap Crap." 


None of us had ever heard Frank make even a jocular derisive comment. 
Christie smiled knowingly and the twitch in the bald kid's right arm 
reminded me of Dr. Strangelove. Frank rolled up the magazine and was off 
up the stairs, like a field marshal with his baton, to dissuade his 
friend of a Kenwood TS-820, the first model with the single IF. His 
cover followed him with a grim resolve, knowing that A.C. is, to use 
Frank's term, "a Negro." 


Frank left his soldering iron on and I did not want to pay to for all 
200W while he was gone, so I turned it off and studied the latest 
project. It was confusing, really. The local oscillator is a clock chip 
from a computer but it drives a single ended Class C Octal which in turn 
drives two serial, push-push twin triode doublers to a push-pull PA made 
of some tubes I did not recognize. They just say "Taylor" on them and he 
had discarded the base of one already. He removes the bases and puts 
them in holes in a wood panel to cut down on inter electrode capacity. 
The second tube was in a jig for removal of its base and the holes were 
already cut. 


This must be a presentation model, I guessed, because he had not used 
his usual shielding between the tubes. He often picks up a bean can from 
our trash, cuts it, and hammers it flat. If the rig is a mobile he uses 
a beer can from the street for the aluminum, but this was some alloy and 
had clean cut edges. Later he would operate on another computer carcass 
for the power supply. Frank uses the 5V for the chip and wires the tubes 
for the 12. He then pulls some trick with the switching supply and 
coaxes it up to around 400 volts. For his own work Frank just multiplies 
off the line, but for things going to the field he uses the PC/AT class 
boxes. He modulates the oscillator, of course. 


I turned the iron back on and, while waiting for it to make rays of heat 
reminiscent of Sunday rides in Grandmother's '39 Olds, I went for another 
scrap of wood to hold the swinging link. Frank avoids coax. If I got 
the other base off, maybe he would show me again how he measures the 
inter electrode capacity with a dip meter and cancels it with a run of 
shorted twin lead. 


I found part of a weathered broomstick in one of the black boxes in the 
back, and that gave me a hunch. Back at the bench I removed the carpet 
tacks and, sure enough, the interstage shield read "Radio Receiver, Model 
R-390." The center part, about Collins Radio, had been taken by his 
brace and bit. 


Well, I thought, at least he practices what he preaches. (So did 
Mrs.Wilbanks, as my dad called her. He died in '64 too.) Frank says 
that he knows, in his heart (Grandmother talked that way, too), that 
there are many among us who will someday awaken and see the error of our 
ways. Then, he says, we will be back on the right path. 


I hope he's right, and I hope Grandmother was too. 


de ab5L, Michael Hopkins, Box 226841, Dallas, TX 75222, 
MNHopkins@JUNO.com FMLA XXIV 
Student of Tecraft, ICM, and Six Meters' golden age, 1956-58. 


From: w4bld@juno.com 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 18:12:36 -0500 

Subject: Thanaks for the help!! 

Message-ID: <19990222 .181237.-85649.8.w4bld@juno.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Gang - I think I have a cure for my problem with the list. THANKS TO 
ALL!!!!! Bob 

You don't need to buy Internet access to use free Internet e-mail. 

Get completely free e-mail from Juno at http://www. juno.com/getjuno.html 
or call Juno at (800) 654-JUNO [654-5866] 


From: AA5QT@aol.com 

Message-ID: <ae9468b1.36d1ee1f@aol .com> 

Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 18:54:07 EST 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: FS: Hallicrafters HT-32 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Local pick-up, or I can meet within reasonable driving distance. Front panel 
and cabinet excellent, new finals, original manual. $150. 


73, Gary Youney K5QT (Spring, TX) 


Message-Id: <1.5.4.32.19990222131009 .006b23b4@conc.tdsnet. com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 08:10:09 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "John H. England" <jengland@mail.tds.net> 

Subject: cleaning aluminum crud 


Hi Guys: 


I have opened up a Daiwa antenna rotor and found an incredable amount of 
white powder and corrosion. After going thru 2 dremel tool wire brushes at 
$3.50 a pop there must be a better way. It does work but is very slow and 
time consuming. Does anyone know of some chemical that would remove most of 
this corruption without causing other problems? Any help would be 
appreciated. Thanks in advance and yes, it will be used with a boatanchor. 


John K4RIG jengland@tdsnet.com 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 
Subject: Regenerative receivers... 

Message-Id: <19990223012750 .EQWG3839@LOCALNAME> 
Date: Tue, 23 Feb 1999 01:27:50 +0000 


Some musings about the wonderful regenerative receiver which can be 
possibly the most cantankerous "simple" circuit in the radio art! 


Quite a few of the "old books" emphasize the use of ceramic/isolantite/ 
porcelin/steatite etc. tube and coil sockets for best performance. Being 
something of a "hard head" or "mule head" about some things (maybe it's 
because of my partial German heritage!), I have sometimes ignored this 
warning....... to my detriment! 

I have steered clear of the cheap phenolic "wafer" sockets simply 
because 
they are cheap looking and flimsy. I have used the Amphenol black bakelite 
sockets however. My advice is: xdon't*x! I have also used the light brown 
moulded "mica filled bakelite" sockets as well. These have, for the most part, 
"worked out", but from now on, I intend to heed the advice of the old, old 


timers 
and use nothing but a ceramic type socket for both the plug-in detector coils 
and the detector tube. 

I have had some very remarkable results from "one tubers" using 
ceramic sockets, only to have failure, or at least partial failure, using 
something inferior to ceramic in the SAME CIRCUITS THAT WORKED SO WELL 
before! 

I would, therefore, advise every regen receiver affectionado homebrewer 
to use only ceramic sockets for detector tube and coil sockets. The old guys 
might not have been insulation experts, but they knew what they were about 
here, and my “empirical engineering" has proved it to be true. 

You have your hands full building a regenny. No use complicating 
matters 
with unsuitable parts! The same goes for coil forms as well..... something 
mica filled bakelite or better preferably. 

Have fun building! 

73, 
Sandy W5TVW 


End of BOATANCHORS Digest 2436 
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